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Cetati'sibiserici-tontificate din Transilvania

Una dintre camorile Transilvaniei este reprezentatd de cetatile si bisericile fortificate.

In secolele al'Xi-lea si al XlI-lea, sistemul defensiv din aceast’ provincie romaneascs, avand
o bogata traditie multiculturald, era alcatuit din intarituri desfasurate de-a lungul hotarelor
si cetati incercuite cu valuri de pamant cu palisade si santuri. Incepand cu prima jumétate a
secolului al XHI-lea, au aparut cetatile din piatrd (Vurpar, Sdsciori, Oriat, Saschiz, Rasnov s.a.).
Acestea apdrau drumurile comerciale sau mai multe sate, dar erau mai greu accesibile in
cazul raidurilor. Pentru a permite addpostirea imediata a satenilor in cazul atacurilor rapide
s-a inceput fortificarea bisericilor, practica generalizatd in Transilvania in a doua jumatate a

secolului al XV-lea.

Construite dupd ndvalirea tatara din 1241-1242, de cétre sasii stabiliti in aceasta regiune
de granita incepand din secolul al Xll-lea, Kirchenburgen sau Wehrkirchen erau asezate, de
obicei, intr-un loc mai inalt si aveau deopotriva rol
religios si militar. Initial au fost intdrite principalele
componente volumetrice: turnul-clopotnitd a fost
transformat in donjon, cu guri de tragere si drum
de straja, nava si absida altarului au fost fortificate,
iar usile masive din lemn, dublate cu benzi metalice
si prevazute cu incuietori elaborate. Tncepand
din secolul al XV-lea, in functie de necesitati si de
posibilitati, bisericile au fost inglobate intr-un sistem

complex. S-au construit incinte simple, duble sau

triple, cu ziduri solide, care puteau face fatd unor

Biserica fortificata din Archita (secolul XIII), judetul Mures
The fortified church at Archita (thirteenth century), Mures County
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atacuri prelungite. S-auridicat turnuri, bastioane, zwingere, s-au sdpat santuri si s-au deschis
pasaje secrete. Acest sistem de aparare pluriform a fost adaptat permanent la evolutia

armelor si tehnicilor de atac, permitand punerea In practica a diverse strategii de apéarare.

In caz de perfcol, biserica-cetate devenea ultima redutd pentru localnici, care isi paraseau
casele si se retrigeau aici. In cdmarile insirate de-a lungul zidurilor isi depozitau proviziile. in
incinta fortificata aveau fantani, moara, cuptor de paine si chiar scoala. Intre atacuri sau in
asteptarea acestora, fiecare membru al comunitatii isi desfasura, la scara redusd, activitatea

din afara cetatii.

Desi respecta in mare acelasi tipar, bisericile fortificate au elemente care le individualizeaza,
dictate de configuratia terenului si de necesitatile de strategie militara. Moda arhitecturala si
decorativa nu a reprezentat o preocupare esentiald pentru sasii transilvdneni, fiind retinuta

doar de altarele din lemn pictate, de detaliile de pe nervurile tavanelor si de ancadramentele

ferestrelor.

Odinioara, in Transilvania erau circa 300 de
biserici fortificate, centre religioase si cultu-
rale ale comunitdtilor rurale. Astazi mai
sunt aproximativ 150. Desi astfel de biserici
exista si in alte tari din Europa de Vest, cele
din Transilvania se individualizeaza prin sis-
temul defensiv de tip tardnesc si datorita
densitatii. Dintre acestea, Biertan, Calnic,
Darjiu, Prejmer, Saschiz, Valea Viilor si Viscri
aufostincluse peLista Patrimoniului Mondial
UNESCO.

Sarbdtoarea sasilor la Viscri
Saxon festival, Viscri






:\ ‘ M T O B ensthen

bl (1
I | )
':.l. I "”d‘“_‘””“'l';ﬂu'u 'I:"‘.'-'JI-.-!
- %

=




o
x 9 - Strongholds and Fortified Churches in Transylvania

Strongholds and Fortified Churches

s il Strongholds and fortified churches are one of the
i 1% i treasures of Transylvania.
,i EJ In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the defensive
4 1 e system of this Romanian province with a rich
§ %‘ multicultural  history  consisted of fortifications
.; i stretching along the frontiers and of wooden
< { i strongholds encircled with earthworks, palisades
2 y * and ditches. Subsequently, from the first half of the
5i:fsf\;ﬁ":ﬁ:;l::?5“2':::0::5;::{4“' , W thirteenth century onwards, stone strongholds began
J:sﬁguf::" fﬂ&".ﬂ?’:ﬁl:ﬁ:%&iﬁ& . to appear, in Vurpar, Sdsciori, Orlat, Saschiz, Risnov,
-. A

and elsewhere. These strongholds guarded trade routes
and clusters of villages, and were a place of refuge during raids by marauders. To provide villagers
with immediate shelter in the event of a lightning attack, churches also began to be fortified, a

practice that had become widespread in Transylvania by the mid-fifteenth century.

Buift by Saxon settlers inthis border region after the Tartar invasion of 1241-42, the Kirchenburgen
or Wehrkirchen were usually sited on high ground and served both a religious and a military
function. At first, the main structures were reinforced: the bell tower was converted into a keep,
with arrow slits and an elevated guard walkway, the nave and altar apse were fortified, and the
thick wooden doors of the church were girded with metal bands and fitted with elaborate locks.
Later, from the fifteenth century onwards, depending on local needs and financial means, the
churches were enclosed within complex systems of outer walls. Laid out in single, double or triple
rings, the massive walls were able to withstand prolonged attack. Towers, bastions and wards
Biserica din Axente Sever, mentionatd pentru prima data in anul 1322, se deosebeste de celelalte din

zona prin turnul instalat intre sala si cor./ The church at Axente Sever, first recorded in 1322, is distinguished
from others in the area by its tower between nave and choir.



